of Stwosz's work in the Metropolitan Museum in New
York, and as Poland increasingly becomes known to
the western world other museums will probably also
want plaster casts of his best pieces. Composition,
drapery, posture, feeling, in all of these Stwosz was
one of the first artists of his age. His name and his
work are of prime importance to all interested in the
history and masterpieces of religious art.

In Poland, Wit Stwosz and his school mark the
climax and the end of the Gothic style. Shortly after
he left Cracow there came to the throne a king whose
Italian wife introduced the Renaissance style into
Poland, as well as much else that was fine and useful,
and some things not quite so good.

And so we introduce Poland's ' Golden Age/
bounded by Zygmunt I and Zygmunt III, something
over a century, an era full of interesting and significant
personalities, and events worth more pages than they
will here receive lines.
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